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Governor’s Office of Community Programs 
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                                 17732 Highland Road Suite G-Box 237, Baton Rouge, LA 70810                                       (504) 568-8315 

 

February 1, 2016 

 

 

Dear DeSoto Parish Officials, 

 

The Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission (LAWC) performed an inspection of the DeSoto Parish 

Animal Shelter on November 3, 2015.   The inspectors included Ms. Ashley Delrie, LAWC’s director of the 

inspection program, and me, LAWC vice-chair and state public health veterinarian with the Department of 

Health and Hospitals.  

DeSoto’s interim shelter director is very knowledgeable in his field and is attempting to continuously 

improve the facility.  Animals appear to be cared for according to the standards put forth in Louisiana’s 

Revised Statutes.  The facility’s procedures regarding cleaning are sufficient and the facility is modern and 

well maintained. 

LAWC’s inspection process involves two components.  The first portion of the inspection deals with 

compliance with Louisiana law and LAWC shelter management guidelines.  The second part of the inspection 

is concerned with shelter development of “standard practices” related to humane programs, community 

outreach, leadership, enforcement of laws, and progress toward becoming a very high quality shelter, one of 

the best in the state. Both sections are intended to provide valuable feedback to shelters and serve as a guide 

for future development.   

Please see the attached Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission (LAWC) Inspection Form.  The 

shelter was judged to meet LAWC and state standards for animal shelters. Inspectors did identify two major 

deficiencies.  All animals leave the shelter unvaccinated for rabies.  There is no follow-up documentation that 

ensures compliance with state rabies vaccination requirements.  Also, animals are permitted to leave the 

shelter, either through adoption, rescue, or reclamation, without heartworm status being known.  The first 

deficiency reduces the effectiveness of the shelter as a functioning asset for public health.  The second could 

result in potentially ill animals being unwittingly transferred to the public. 

 The “good performance” rating in the shelter development section recognizes the direct involvement 

of the shelter in community outreach and partnerships, public education, and utilization of available tools to 

improve shelter programs and reduce the euthanasia rate.  LAWC recommends that the shelter manager and 

persons in government responsible for staffing and supporting the shelter examine this portion of the 

inspection report in detail. 

Final inspection ratings may be appealed.  Any inspection under appeal will include the words “under 

appeal” next to the assigned rating in the rating box, until the issue can be addressed at a regular meeting of 

LAWC.  The results of the inspection will be available on the LAWC website, lawc.la.gov.   

 

Sincerely: 

 

 

Gary A. Balsamo, D.V.M., M.P.H.& T.M. 

State Public Health Veterinarian/Assistant State Epidemiologist 

 

Attachments:   

LAWC Inspection Form 

Shelter Development Evaluation Form 






















	FinalLetter_DeSoto
	LAWCInspectionForm
	ShelterDevelopmentEvaluation

