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State of Louisiana

Animal Welfare Commission
Office of the Governor

Report submitted to: Assumption Parish Animal Control Officials, the Assumption Parish Sheriff's
Office and Assumption Parish Government

Date ofInspection: January 5, 2010

Representatives ofthe Louisiana Office of Public Health (OPH), Infectious Disease Epidemiology
Section, recently completed an audit of your shelter facilities located in Assumption Parish. The
Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission (LA WC) is very grateful for your cooperation in the audit. The
goal of this audit is to assist local and parish governing agencies in evaluating shelter facilities and
planning improvements. Please accept the following comments in the constructive manner in which they
are intended.

The Assumption animal shelter provided OPH personnel ready access to the facility which is located on
the grounds of the Assumption Parish Correctional Facility. The shelter staff was very accommodating
and shared information freely. The shelter provides services to the citizens of Assumption Parish during
regularly scheduled business hours. Primary animal enclosures appear to be well maintained and
sanitation methods appear to be compliant with acceptable methods of shelter hygiene. Food is stored in
sealed "garbage can" galvanized receptacles and is protected from rodent infestation. All euthanasia is
performed by a licensed veterinarian. Lethal injection, the preferred method of euthanasia in most pet
species, is the exclusive method of euthanasia employed at the shelter.

Primary cages at the shelter appear to be well-maintained and are cleaned to accepted standards. The
cages are also of adequate size and strength to comfortably and securely house dogs of any size. The
shelter is an outdoor facility that previously experienced problems with providing adequate heating during
winter months. The shelter has corrected the problem with use oftarps to block the wind, provision of
straw to provide bedding, and the use of propane heaters that maintain the kennel temperature around
sixty degrees Fahrenheit, even at the coldest of temperatures.

The shelter directs an adoption program and utilizes the internet to promote animals for adoption. All
animals are screened for health problems upon entry into the facility. Any signs of illness result in the
animals' immediate transport to a veterinarian. Although this often results in the euthanasia of sick
animals, the shelter avoids housing animals that are suffering or that are seriously ill. Animals are also
screened for aggression and are separated by size while in residence.

The sheriffs office and prison warden deserve praise for their sincere concern for animal welfare,
working to improve conditions at the facility despite minimal funding from Parish government. Parish
funding provides food and incidentals for the shelter, but all other funding is provided by the sheriff. In
fact, the shelter is a model for efficient use of prison labor to offset deficiencies in funding in jurisdictions
with a limited tax base .
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LAWC wishes to assure shelter management and governing authorities that the comments in this report
are not intended to embarrass or penalize the Assumption shelter, but are intended to point out
deficiencies at the shelter that could prove problematic in the future. Public awareness ofthese
deficiencies was reflected in receipt by the commission of several requests to inspect the shelter. LA WC
realizes that many of the proposed changes will involve significant departures from the present
management paradigm and will involve expenditures of funds that may not be readily available. LAWC
is ready to assist officials in identifying means to address the problems mentioned below. Please do not
hesitate to contact the commission regarding the proposed corrections.

I. The following suggestions are made based on the state statute (R.S. 3:2461, et seq.) listing minimum
standards that may be adopted by parish governing authorities:

A. Record keeping: Record keeping at the Assumption shelter is inconsistent with requirements specified
in Louisiana R.S. 3:2465 which states, "A record shall be prepared for every animal that enters the shelter
and shall include description of the animal; veterinary treatment; length oftime held; fees collected; and
date euthanized, died, reclaimed or adopted." The only records the inspectors observed were euthanasia
records provided through the veterinarian performing euthanasia. LAWC suggests that records be
designed so objective entries can be checked off. Records should be in a form whereby yearly summaries
of intake, reclamation and euthanasia can be provided to LAWC as required by state law.

Modern computer technology and the use of digital photographs and inexpensive printers could be used to
address the deficiencies in record keeping. LA WC has been introduced to several shelter management
software packages. Some of these packages may be available to Louisiana shelters at no cost. LAWC
encourages the use of shelter management software packages in Louisiana shelters. Please contact
LAWC if interested in learning more about these programs and other methods of enhanced record
keeping.

B. Shelter standards: Although Assumption Animal Control abides by ordinances in issues related to
stray animals, impoundment, vicious dogs, dog fighting and cruelty to animals; shelter standards, such as
those specified in the Louisiana Revised Statutes, are not included in the ordinance. Parish government is
strongly urged to include shelter standards in Parish ordinances.

C. Adequate local supervision: Louisiana law states that "shelters should be inspected at least once every
six months by an authorized representative of the parish to determine compliance with the requirements"
set forth in state statutes. Although the supervisory structure of the shelter was thoroughly explained to
the auditors, a formal inspection program has not been implemented. LAWC suggests that the shelter
director establish a regular program of inspection by a designated parish official and document the results
for later examination by OPH auditors. This system of inspection should be recorded in a written policy.

D. Washrooms and Plumbing: The Louisiana Revised Statutes state, "Facilities such as washrooms,
basins, or sinks, shall be provided to maintain cleanliness among animal caretakers." There are no wash
basins or hand sanitizer stations in the exterior animal housing area. Inclusion of hand sanitizer stations
would increase the ability of employees to practice good hygiene and effective infection control. The
shelter should consider installation of at least one sanitizer station in the animal housing area.

Should the parish provide funding for construction of a new animal housing area, installation of wash
basins, such as double scrub sinks with hot and cold running water should be considered .
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E. The Louisiana State Sanitary Code (Title 51, Part III, Chapter 1 ofthe Louisiana Administrative Code)
states, "No person shall own, keep or have in his custody a dog, cat, or ferret over three months of age
that has not been vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian. Every owner of a dog, cat, or ferret
shall cause said animal to be vaccinated initially with a series of two vaccinations, the first to be
administered at three months of age, the second to be administered one year after the initial vaccination.
Dogs, cats, or ferrets initially vaccinated later than three months of age shall also be adm inistered a series
of two vaccines, the second vaccine to be given one year after the initial vaccination. Subsequent booster
vaccines shall be administered one year after the administration of a vaccine that confers one year of
immunity and three years after the administration of a vaccine that confers three years of immunity.
Approved vaccines and durations of immunity are listed in the most recent Compendium of Animal
Rabies Prevention and Control prepared by the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians,
Inc." The Assumption Parish Animal Shelter does nothing to ensure that adopted or reclaimed animals
are vaccinated for rabies. It is nearly a universal policy of all public shelters to ensure compliance with
rabies laws. Most shelters originally came into existence as part of a nationwide initiative to decrease the
number of incident cases of rabies virus infection in humans. In fact, animal control and pet vaccine
requirements have been successful in reducing the incidence of human rabies in the United States to an
average of one or two cases per year, although nothing about the epidemiology of the disease in nature
has changed. Bat variants of rabies virus circulate within Assumption Parish and surrounding areas and
pose a danger to all warm blooded animals in the area, including pets and humans. The presence of a
rabid dog, cat, or ferret in populated areas is considered a public health emergency. Studies have
demonstrated that compliance with vaccine requirements for pets in some areas of Louisiana is woefully
inadequate. A primary component ofthe mission of any animal control shelter is rabies control and
prevention. Louisiana OPH implores shelters in the state to ensure vaccine compliance in adopted pets.
Several methods are employed by shelters to ensure rabies vaccination compliance in adopted animals.
LA WC and OPH are available for consultation to suggest accepted methods.

F. Signage on property: Louisiana Revised Statutes specify that "Shelters shall be open for the
redemption and adoption of animals during posted or normal business hours. Hours of operation and
emergency telephone number shall be prominently displayed." Inspectors did not observe a sign
displaying prominently hours of operation or emergency telephone numbers of the animal shelter on the
exterior gates of the prison facility. Fees should also be posted on a large sign at the entrance or in the
office area of the facility, as required by statute.

G. Shelter located on prison property: The commission recognizes the dedication to animal welfare of the
sheriff's department as evidenced by the inclusion of the animal shelter on correctional facility property.
In the future, should funding become available, a shelter external to prison walls would appear more
"customer friendly" and may serve to increase adoption opportunities for animals. This facility serves a
small population parish and improvement or expansion of reception, animal treatment, animal housing,
and storage areas, although beneficial to the animals and citizens of Assumption, may be impractical.
Management runs this operation under extremely austere circumstances and deserves credit for doing so.

H. Separation of non-neutered males and females: Louisiana law states, "Un neutered males shall be
separated from females." Inspectors observed that records on individual animals were inadequate and
that no provision was made to identify resident animals as to gender or reproductive status. Improved
record keeping should facilitate enforcement of more stringent requirements for separation. The shelter
does, however, cohort animals according to size, which is a practice to be commended .
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II. Adoption of the following practices should serve to improve the public image of the facility, enhance
health and safety of the animals and workers, and/or decrease the likelihood of legal incidents and public
complaints.

Suggestions by LA WC to improve shelter management:

A. Future improvements to the physical plant should include planning for isolation of new intakes and
animals that suffer from minor health conditions. A larger facility that could facilitate a true isolation
ward might result in a decrease in euthanasia procedures and a decreased potential for introduction of
diseases. However, LAWC recognizes that the funding for the shelter is a limiting factor and the above
suggestions should be considered only if expansion to the facility is considered.

B. Veterinary care: The Assumption Parish Animal Shelter utilizes the services of a local veterinarian to
carry out euthanasia of injured or sick animals. The presence or availability of a Certified Animal
Euthanasia Technician would permit the shelter to save significant resources. The commission
understands that the present cadre of animal control personnel may not qualify to be certified, however
the shelter should consider this possibility when future personnel are hired. The certification of an unpaid
volunteer is also a possibility.

C. The parish should consider additional training for the shelter staff, including training in the humane
handling and care of animals, and in recognition of common animal diseases. LAWC can assist in
identifying sources of training. LAWC, however, does recognize the limitations in training of staff due to
the utilization of prison labor. LAWC would be able to provide training to prison personnel at the request
of the Assumption Parish Sheriff. Again, utilization of volunteer workers could also be carried out to
address weaknesses in training.

D. Although the shelter staff does an adequate job of protecting animal food from infestation, the food
storage facility is not sealed to the exterior environment, which could permit infestation of food by
vermin. Management should consider use of sealable plastic containers in place of galvanized containers
(trash receptacles) for storage of food. Zinc from the galvanized "garbage cans" could possibly leach into
animal feed and result in the presence of unwanted heavy metals in food.

E. Assumption Parish Animal Shelter does not vaccinate resident animals against Distemper virus,
Parvovirus or other diseases that could affect the resident population. Should funds become available the
shelter should consider a program to, in the least, vaccinate all dogs that are considered "adoptable". The
cost of vaccination could be included in fees for adoption.

F. The shelter should develop a program to ensure that post adoption or post reclamation spaying or
neutering is carried out on animals leaving the shelter. This is a major deficiency and one that is easily
addressed at most Louisiana animal control facilities without incurring any expense. Several model
programs are available and LA WC can assist in suggesting such programs. Ignoring the problem of pet
overpopulation is a major mistake by local governments, and exacerbates problems already experienced at
local shelters. In actuality, failure to spay or neuter adopted animals or ensure that the procedures are
carried out immediately after adopton is a violation of Louisiana law.

G. Most veterinarians now recommend that dogs and cats be implanted with a microchip to aid in
identification of the animal, should the animal be lost or stolen. Assumption Parish Animal Shelter has
no means of identification of these animals due to the shelter's failure to employ the use of a scanner.
Electronic scanners can be purchased for between $200 and $400. LAWC highly recommends that such a
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scanner be purchased and deployed as soon as possible. If funds are not available, grants may be
available from many of the state's humane organizations.

H. Inspectors observed the presence of several items strewn about the kennel area. Many of these items
did not appear to be necessary for the daily operation of the shelter and could be considered to be clutter.
LAWC recommends that the kennel area be maintained in a tidier manner and that all items be stored
properly so as not to create potential hazards for employees or harborage for vermin.

L. Plastic food and water bowls are utilized in several animal cages. These types of containers may be
chewed by animals and can deteriorate with time so as not to permit thorough disinfection. LA WC
recommends that, if use of plastic bowls is a necessity, the bowls be monitored closely for pitting and
damage, and be replaced as necessary. Stainless steel food and water bowls are preferred.

M. LAWC recognizes the importance of written policies for procedures at public animal shelters. LA WC
recommends that management consider establishing written policies for storage offood and supplies,
shelter hygiene, employee training, isolation of animals, euthanasia, feeding, and shelter oversight.

This concludes the report. OPH will request the statistics from calendar year 2010 in early January, 2011.
Please be vigilant for the request.

LAWC wishes to remind Parish officials that the commission is very happy to provide advice and
expertise pertaining to shelter design and function, should future plans include expansion, remodeling, or
construction of new facilities.

Thanks again to the Assumption Parish Animal Shelter and its staff for cooperation in this audit. LAWC
recognizes the shelters' dedication to humane animal control and animal welfare in Louisiana.
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Mary Lee Oliphant Wood, Commissioner


