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…to ensure and promote the proper treatment and well-being of animals 

 

IV. Discussion of Priefert Cages – Mr. Cole presented information on Priefert cages to the 
LAWC.  He said that shelters need cages in situations with dog fighting and disasters.  Mr. 
Cole said that the cages are easily transported that the East Baton Rouge Animal Control Center 
can support by storing the cages when not in use.   Mr. Cole reported that 10 4x8 premier cages 
would cost $6,300 and 10 cages would cost $7,950.  Mr. Cole already has permission from the 
LAWC to expend $10,000 on Priefert cages so he will proceed with purchasing cages but not to 
exceed that amount.  

 
V. Legislative Report – Dr. Balsamo gave a report on ideas for LAWC legislation for the 2015 

Louisiana Legislative Session. Dr. Balsamo spoke with Ms. Julie Melancon on some ideas for 
legislation.  One idea includes inspections to be made on puppy mills.  Currently, puppy mills 
are not inspected to verify that they do not have more than 75 animals and they are not 
inspected to verify that they have the appropriate licenses and vaccinations.   Another idea for 
legislation is to reintroduce the collection of fees off the sale of pet food in Louisiana.   This 
money could generate funding for spay/neuter grants through the LAWC.  The LAWC 
Legislative Committee (Dr. Balsamo, Ms. Burris, and Ms. Parker) will look into the issue but 
the 2015 session will be a fiscal session so each legislator will only have five non-fiscal bills 
which may make 2015 more difficult to achieve these goals. 

 
VI.    A motion was made by Ms. Murphy to adjourn and seconded by Dr. Balsamo.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:49PM. 
 
 
 
Minutes completed by Amy Burris, January 13, 2015. 

 


